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If I have a small criticism of this book then it con- 
terns the chemical nomenclature which is not consis- 
tent and not always easy to understand. While the 
name of anti-7,8dihydroxy-9,10,epoxy-7,8,9,10-te- 
trahydro benzo [alpyrene and its syn isomer are con- 
veniently abbreviated it is confusing to find that one 
expert (page 2) calls the syn isomer, diolepoxide I 
and the anti isomer, diolepoxide II whereas another 
expert (page 129) reverses the nomenclature and 
calls the syn isomer diolepoxide II and the anti 
isomer diolepoxide I.
T. A. Connors 
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Research on the toxicity of exogenous chemicals 
indicate that in almost every case the changes induced 
are selective. The title of this book draws attention to 
selectivity at the organ level and the book is divided 
into sections concerned with toxicity to kidney, liver, 
brain and other tissues. However, the contributions 
consider selectivity of other kinds such as which area 
of an organ or what part of the cell is affected. 
The study of the responses of biological organisms 
to chemicals i sometimes separated into academic 
studies of mechanism and those concerned with hazard 
assessment of particular substances. The contents of 
this book shows how artificial this division is. An 
expansion of basic knowledge is required and this 
often means expanding our knowledge of the biological 
system concerned. Although the title states that both 
chemical indices and mechanisms of toxicity are con- 
sidered, the main thrust of most of the papers is 
chemical indices of selective toxicity. Work directed 
towards new concepts in toxicology is described in a 
few papers. 
This volume contains 46 papers, most of which are 
of a high standard. The organisers should be congrat- 
ulated on collecting together at the symposium in 
Barcelona, the scientists concerned. Except insofar as 
metabolism of xenobiotics generates the proximal 
toxin, detoxification mechanisms are not considered. 
The work presented isnot duplicated in other volumes 
of symposia or congresses and is an excellent volume 
which should take its place with others pointing the 
way forward to a greater eliance on biochemical 
parameters to define functional change and primary 
targets. 
Publication of the proceedings of this symposium 
has taken approximately 9 months even though it has 
been produced by a photographic process from the 
contributors’ manuscripts. The typeface varies through- 
out the volume both in size and boldness. It is diffi- 
cult to understand why the price for such a volume 
need be as high as $90. I hope this does not restrict 
its purchase - it should be on many library shelves. 
W. N. Aldridge 
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